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In the Claims 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

Claim 1 (currently amended) Asper ating mcth ed-e£a A portable computer seswtfy 
weekaifrs m in which -t hc portabl e c omputed eqtupped with an embedded controller (EC), 
[[and]] the EC [[is]] being equipped with a security mechanism operable with a method 
comprising steps of which com prises: 

providing a key that provides a key signal to allow the EC to learn whether the 

portable computer is locked; 

turning on the security mechanism while the EC receives the key signal 

* 

indicating that the portable computer is locked; 

determining whether a hacking action is [[take]] taking place; and 
activating a security action in responding to the hacking action. 

Claim 2 (currently amended) The operatmg-m^thed portable computer of claim 1 , 
wherein the security mechanism prevents the portable computer from being turned on. 

Claim 3 (currently amended) The epemtiag-me#H*i portable computer of claim 1, 
wherein the security mechanism prevents an input from a keyboard. 

Claim 4 (currently amended) The epera^Bg-methed portable computer of claim 1, 
wherein the security mechanism prevents an input from a mouse. 

3 



PAGE 5/12 * RCVD AT 12/28/2006 4:05:35 AM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-5/11 ' DN1&2738300 * CSID: ' DURATION (mm-ss):02-30 



DEC-28-2006 THU 17:07 FAX NO. P. 06/12 

Customer No.: 31561 
Docket No.: 1094SMJS-PA 
Application No.: 10/605,917 

Claim 5 (currently amended) The o perating m eshed portable computer of claim 1 3 

wherein the security mechanism prevents a basic input/output system (BIOS) data from 

* 

being changed. 

Claim 6 (currently amended) The operating method portable computer of claim 1, 
wherein the key is an internal device or an internal function of the portable computer. 

Claim 7 (currently amended) The opera ting m e th ed pprtable computer of claim 1, 

■ 

wherein the key is an external device or an external function of the portable computer. 

Claim 8 (currently amended) The operating method portable computer of claim 1 , 
wherein the key signal is a binary signal. 

Claim 9 (currently amended) The oper ating m ethod portable computer of claim 1 , 
wherein a related follow-up procedure of a security function takes place when a hacking 
action is detected by the security mechanism. 

Claim 10 (currently amended) The eperatwg-methed portable computer of claim 9, 
wherein the related follow-up procedure turns off the portable computer. 

Claim 1 1 (currently amended) The ©pemting-f^ethed portable computer of claim 9, 
wherein the related follow-up procedure turns off a monitor device of the portable 
computer. 
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Claim 12 (currently amended) The o perating m ethod- portable computer of claim 9, 
wherein the related follow-up procedure executes a security program. 

Claim 1 3 (new) An embedded controller (EC) equipped to a portable computer, the 
EC being operable with a security mechanism operable with a method comprising steps 
of: 

providing a key that provides a key signal to allow the EC to learn whether the 
portable computer is locked; 

turning on the security mechanism while the EC receives the key signal 
indicating that the portable computer is locked; 

determining whether a hacking action is takeing place; and 

activating a security action in responding to the hacking action. 

Claim 14 (new) A security mechanism for a portable computer, the security 
mechanism being equipped to an embedded controller that is equipped to a portable the 

♦ 

security mechanism running a process comprising: 

providing a key that provides a key signal to allow the EC to learn whether the 

portable computer is locked; 

running on the security mechanism while the EC receives the key signal 
indicating that the portable computer is locked; 

determining whether a hacking action is taking place; and 

activating a $ecurity action in responding to the hacking action. 
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